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In the wake of the stock-market crash and the dawn of the Great Depression, a ray of light emerged

from the world of sports. In the summer of 1930, Bobby Jones, a 28-year-old amateur golfer,

mounted a campaign against the record books. In four months, this natural, self-taught player

conquered the British Amateur Championship, the British Open, the United States Open, and finally

the United States Amateur Championship, an achievement so extraordinary that writers dubbed it

the Grand Slam. No one has ever repeated it. Yet, soon after the Grand Slam, Jones made the

shocking announcement that he was retiring from the game. His abrupt disappearance from the

public eye helped create the mythological image of this hero from the Golden Age of sports that

endures to this day. Mark Frost uses a wealth of original research to provide an unprecedented

intimate portrait of golf great Bobby Jones.
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With the publication of THE GRAND SLAM: Bobby Jones, America, and the Story of Golf, author

Mark Frost has firmly established his credentials as a golf historian of great acumen and a writer of

outstanding ability. In 2002, Frost detailed the beginning of modern golf in America in a critically

acclaimed book, THE GREATEST GAME EVER PLAYED, the saga of then unknown American

amateur Francis Ouimet and his victory over the golfing giants of Great Britain in the 1913 U.S.

Open. That historical epic was a national bestseller, won the Book of the Year Award from the

United States Golf Association, and was selected by Travel and Leisure magazine as one of the top



25 golf books ever. THE GRAND SLAM is a seamless extension of the Ouimet saga into the next

significant era of sports history with an exhaustive portrait of golf immortal Bobby Jones, his

domination of the game of golf in the Roaring Twenties, and the interaction of golf and American life

in that era.Ouimet defeated golfing giants Harry Vardon and Ted Ray in his Open upset. After the

tournament was completed, Vardon and Ray began a tour of the United States before returning to

their homeland. One of their stops took them to the East Lake Golf Club in Atlanta, Georgia.

Eleven-year-old Bobby Jones was a spectator at that match. Several weeks later, young Jones

accomplished his first milestone in his golfing career when he posted a score of 80. Three years

later, at the age of fourteen, Jones became the youngest player ever to qualify for and play in a U.S.

Amateur Championship. For the next seven years he struggled to overcome self-imposed feelings

of inferiority and a violent temper before finally winning his first U.S. Open Championship in 1923.
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